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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, RO 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S REPLY TO CEAUSESCU 

1 . AS NOTED SEPTEL, NSC ADVISOR BRZEZINSKI GAVE AMBASSADOR 
NICOLAE ON MARCH 23 SIGNED ORIGINAL OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
REPLY TO CEAUSESCU'S LETTER OF FEBRUARY 18. NICOLAE EX- 
PECTS ARRIVE BUCHAREST THIS WEEKEND AND WILL PRESUMABLY 
DELIVER LETTER AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

2. AMBASSADOR IS AUTHORIZED TO REQUEST EARLY APPOINTMENT 
WITH CEAUSESCU TO REVIEW POINTS MADE IN LETTER, TEXT OF 
WHICH FOLLOWS, AND TO ENSURE THAT TONE OF LETTER IS AC- 
CURATELY CONVEYED. IN SEEKING APPOINTMENT, AMBASSADOR 
MAY SAY THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WANTED HIM TO SEEK MEETING. 
CALL ON CEAUSESCU WILL ALSO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
PUNGAN'S FEBRUARY WASHINGTON VISIT. EMBASSY IS IN POSSES- 
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SION OF ALL SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION CURRENTLY AVAILABLE TO 
DEPARTMENT ON RESULTS OF PUNGAN TRIP. 

3. BEGIN TEXT. DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I HAVE DELAYED IN 
SENDING YOU AN ANSWER TO YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 18 BE- 
CAUSE I KNEW THAT YOU WOULD BE PREOCCUPIED WITH THE TRAGIC 
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EARTHQUAKE THAT STRUCK YOUR COUNTRY. I HOPE THAT THE EMER- 
GENCY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER 

COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTED TO ALLEVIATING THE HUMAN SUFFERING 
CAUSED BY THE DISASTER. WE STAND READY TO PROVIDE 
WHAT FURTHER ASSISTANCE WE CAN IN AIDING YOUR NATION'S 
RECOVERY. 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR THOUGHTFUL PERSONAL MESSAGE 
PRESENTED TO ME ON FEBRUARY 23 BY YOUR COUNSELOR, VASILE 
PUNGAN. I APPRECIATED HEARING FROM HIM OF YOUR DESIRE TO 
STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONS THAT LINK ROMANIA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. I SHARE YOUR HOPE THAT THOSE FRUITFUL, COOPERA- 
TIVE RELATIONS WILL BE DEEPENED. 

AS AMBASSADOR PUNGAN WILL HAVE TOLD YOU, WE HAD A CORDIAL 
DISCUSSION. I BELIEVE THE EXCHANGE WAS VERY USEFUL IN PRO- 
VIDING AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THE ISSUES THAT ARE 
OF GREATEST CONCERN TO OUR NATIONS. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
WE KEEP EACH OTHER S INTERESTS IN VIEW. I HOPE WE CAN CON 
TINUE TO CONSULT OFTEN ON MATTERS OF COMMON CONCERN. 

WE SHARE MANY GOALS. THE UNITED STATES IS DEEPLY COM- 
MITTED TO FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARD DISARMAMENT AND WILL 
SPARE NO EFFORT TO BRING THE ARMS RACE UNDER CONTROL AND 
TO REDUCE THE LEVELS OF BOTH NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL 
ARMS. THE SPREAD OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS-MAKING TECHNOLOGY IS 
ALSO A THREAT TO THE WELFARE AND SECURITY OF PEOPLE OF 
ALL COUNTRIES. I HOPE DISARMAMENT IS A PROBLEM ON WHICH 
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WE CAN WORK TOGETHER. 

THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO COMMITTED TO SEEING THAT ALL THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT ARE TRANSLATED INTO 
ACTIONS THAT FAITHFULLY REFLECT ITS LANGUAGE AND SPIRIT. 

AS THE BELGRADE MEETINGS APPROACH, REPRESENTATIVES OF OUR 
COUNTRIES WILL CONSULT ON WAYS IN WHICH WE CAN BEST SHAPE 
GOALS INTO REALITIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, I AM SURE YOU 
ARE AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE I ATTACH TO HUMAN RIGHTS. WE 
DO NOT SEEK TO MAKE BELGRADE A CONFRONTATION OR A TRIBUNAL. 
BUT WE WANT ALL NATIONS TO ABIDE BY THE PRINCIPLES THEY 
HAVE AGREED TO. 

I SHARE YOUR CONCERN ABOUT CONTINUED TENSION IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. THIS IS A CRITICAL YEAR FOR PROGRESS TOWARD PEACE IN 
THAT AREA. I UNDERSTAND YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN URGING 
THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL S 
RIGHT TO EXIST AND TO ACCEPT THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING A NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
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MENT. WE BELIEVE THIS IS CONSTRUCTIVE POLICY. 

IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF IMPROVING COOPERATION AMONG ALL 
COUNTRIES, I, TOO, BELIEVE THAT THE UNITED NATIONS CAN PLAY 

A MORE IMPORTANT AND CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE THAN IT HAS IN THE 
PAST. IT PROVIDES A FORUM WHERE EACH MEMBER, REGARDLESS 
OF ITS SIZE OR POLITICAL ORIENTATION, CAN EXPRESS ITS 
VIEWS. YOU MAY BE SURE THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTIN- 
UE TO TAKE ROMANIA'S VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT. 

THE PROSPECTS FOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN 
OUR COUNTRIES SEEM TO ME VERY GOOD. FOR OUR PART, RE- 
SPECT FOR THE INDEPENDENT POSITION OF YOUR COUNTRY IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS IS A PERMANENT AMERICAN INTEREST AND 
WILL BE THE CORNERSTONE OF MY POLICY. WE VALUE OUR RE- 
LATIONSHIP WITH ROMANIA, AND WE ADMIRE THE SPIRIT OF IN- 
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DEPENDENCE WHICH YOU ARE CELEBRATING IN THIS, YOUR CEN- 
TENNIAL YEAR. I WANT TO CONTINUE THE OPEN AND CANDID EX- 
CHANGES, WITH RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER'S VIEWS AND INTERESTS, 
WHICH HAVE CHARACTERIZED OUR RELATIONS IN RECENT YEARS. 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY BEST WISHES FOR YOUR OWN GOOD HEALTH AND 
THE WELL-BEING OF YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR PEOPLE. I LOOK 
FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN WE CAN MEET. SINCERELY, JIMMY 
CARTER. END TEXT. 

4. LETTER IS DATED MARCH 22, 1977. 

VANCE 
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QUOTE SECRET STATE 065360 
NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, RO 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S REPLY TO CEAUSESCU 

1 . AS NOTED SEPTEL, NSC ADVISOR BRZEZINSKI GAVE AMBASSADOR 
NICOLAE ON MARCH 23 SIGNED ORIGINAL OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
REPLY TO CEAUSESCU'S LETTER OF FEBRUARY 18. NICOLAE EX- 
PECTS ARRIVE BUCHAREST THIS WEEKEND AND WILL PRESUMABLY 
DELIVER LETTER AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

2. AMBASSADOR IS AUTHORIZED TO REQUEST EARLY APPOINTMENT 
WITH CEAUSESCU TO REVIEW POINTS MADE IN LETTER, TEXT OF 
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WHICH FOLLOWS, AND TO ENSURE THAT TONE OF LETTER IS AC- 
CURATELY CONVEYED. IN SEEKING APPOINTMENT, AMBASSADOR 
MAY SAY THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WANTED HIM TO SEEK MEETING. 

CALL ON CEAUSESCU WILL ALSO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
PUNGAN'S FEBRUARY WASHINGTON VISIT. EMBASSY IS IN POSSES- 
SION OF ALL SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION CURRENTLY AVAILABLE TO 
DEPARTMENT ON RESULTS OF PUNGAN TRIP. 

3. BEGIN TEXT. DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I HAVE DELAYED IN 
SENDING YOU AN ANSWER TO YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 18 BE- 
CAUSE I KNEW THAT YOU WOULD BE PREOCCUPIED WITH THE TRAGIC 
EARTHQUAKE THAT STRUCK YOUR COUNTRY. I HOPE THAT THE EMER- 
GENCY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER 

COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTED TO ALLEVIATING THE HUMAN SUFFERING 
CAUSED BY THE DISASTER. WE STAND READY TO PROVIDE 
WHAT FURTHER ASSISTANCE WE CAN IN AIDING YOUR NATION'S 
RECOVERY. 
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I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR THOUGHTFUL PERSONAL MESSAGE 
PRESENTED TO ME ON FEBRUARY 23 BY YOUR COUNSELOR, VASILE 
PUNGAN. I APPRECIATED HEARING FROM HIM OF YOUR DESIRE TO 
STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONS THAT LINK ROMANIA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. I SHARE YOUR HOPE THAT THOSE FRUITFUL, COOPERA- 
TIVE RELATIONS WILL BE DEEPENED. 

AS AMBASSADOR PUNGAN WILL HAVE TOLD YOU, WE HAD A CORDIAL 
DISCUSSION. I BELIEVE THE EXCHANGE WAS VERY USEFUL IN PRO- 
VIDING AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THE ISSUES THAT ARE 
OF GREATEST CONCERN TO OUR NATIONS. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
WE KEEP EACH OTHER S INTERESTS IN VIEW. I HOPE WE CAN CON 
TINUE TO CONSULT OFTEN ON MATTERS OF COMMON CONCERN. 

WE SHARE MANY GOALS. THE UNITED STATES IS DEEPLY COM- 
MITTED TO FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARD DISARMAMENT AND WILL 
SPARE NO EFFORT TO BRING THE ARMS RACE UNDER CONTROL AND 
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TO REDUCE THE LEVELS OF BOTH NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL 
ARMS. THE SPREAD OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS-MAKING TECHNOLOGY IS 
ALSO A THREAT TO THE WELFARE AND SECURITY OF PEOPLE OF 
ALL COUNTRIES. I HOPE DISARMAMENT IS A PROBLEM ON WHICH 
WE CAN WORK TOGETHER. 

THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO COMMITTED TO SEEING THAT ALL THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT ARE TRANSLATED INTO 
ACTIONS THAT FAITHFULLY REFLECT ITS LANGUAGE AND SPIRIT. 

AS THE BELGRADE MEETINGS APPROACH, REPRESENTATIVES OF OUR 
COUNTRIES WILL CONSULT ON WAYS IN WHICH WE CAN BEST SHAPE 
GOALS INTO REALITIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, I AM SURE YOU 
ARE AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE I ATTACH TO HUMAN RIGHTS. WE 
DO NOT SEEK TO MAKE BELGRADE A CONFRONTATION OR A TRIBUNAL. 
BUT WE WANT ALL NATIONS TO ABIDE BY THE PRINCIPLES THEY 
HAVE AGREED TO. 

I SHARE YOUR CONCERN ABOUT CONTINUED TENSION IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. THIS IS A CRITICAL YEAR FOR PROGRESS TOWARD PEACE IN 
THAT AREA. I UNDERSTAND YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN URGING 
THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL'S 
RIGHT TO EXIST AND TO ACCEPT THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING A NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
MENT. WE BELIEVE THIS IS CONSTRUCTIVE POLICY. 

IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF IMPROVING COOPERATION AMONG ALL 
COUNTRIES. I, TOO, BELIEVE THAT THE UNITED NATIONS CAN PLAY 

A MORE IMPORTANT AND CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE THAN IT HAS IN THE 
PAST. IT PROVIDES A FORUM WHERE EACH MEMBER, REGARDLESS 
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OF ITS SIZE OR POLITICAL ORIENTATION, CAN EXPRESS ITS 
VIEWS. YOU MAY BE SURE THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTIN- 
UE TO TAKE ROMANIA’S VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT. 

THE PROSPECTS FOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN 
OUR COUNTRIES SEEM TO ME VERY GOOD. FOR OUR PART, RE- 
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SPECT FOR THE INDEPENDENT POSITION OF YOUR COUNTRY IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS IS A PERMANENT AMERICAN INTEREST AND 
WILL BE THE CORNERSTONE OF MY POLICY. WE VALUE OUR RE- 
LATIONSHIP WITH ROMANIA, AND WE ADMIRE THE SPIRIT OF IN- 
DEPENDENCE WHICH YOU ARE CELEBRATING IN THIS, YOUR CEN- 
TENNIAL YEAR. I WANT TO CONTINUE THE OPEN AND CANDID EX- 
CHANGES, WITH RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER'S VIEWS AND INTERESTS, 
WHICH HAVE CHARACTERIZED OUR RELATIONS IN RECENT YEARS. 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY BEST WISHES FOR YOUR OWN GOOD HEALTH AND 
THE WELL-BEING OF YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR PEOPLE. I LOOK 
FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN WE CAN MEET. SINCERELY, JIMMY 
CARTER. END TEXT. 

4. LETTER IS DATED MARCH 22, 1977. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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